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Four Generations of the Jorgensen Clan Enjoyed the Tree Tunnel Tour on October 25th.
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President’s message for November 2020

Another month, another awesome tour. It
was interesting for me to hear that we are
one of the few, if not only, club touring. That
speaks volumes to our club, dedication and
members. Such a special shout out to our
tour organizers, Meneelys and Greenburgs,
for the incredible job they have been doing to
keep us all on the road. From special tour docents to ice cream, we have all the
perks.
Off the road, we continue to be quite entertained on zoom. Full meetings, social
hours, and bingo! Love seeing you all on the call. And to others, please call in! The
more the merrier.
Sharing some personal news, a dear friend of mine, Ken, has unexpectedly passed.
I bring this to you because he was a big Model T fan. Although he did not own one,
nor was a club member, he joined the tour last year in Placerville and helped me
many of times work on my T. He would not miss the moment I tried to start the T for
the first time with the rebuilt engine. Although, truth be told, the battery was dead
and so it did not start until the next day. He was also very brave. I pried the bands
in my transmission together with a screwdriver while he put the nut on. I sure would
not have trusted me at that! He also gets full credit for all the safety wiring in my car.
He held an A&P license and was a pro at it. In fact, one day he came to Oil Can Alley and gave us all a lesson. Ron dubbed him, “The Professor.”
I share my Ken stories because I think many of us have a Ken in our life. Someone
who loves the Ts, but not quite a member or an owner. I tell you, if I had more time
with Ken, I’m sure I would have talked him into a nice C Cab. Share your time and
interests with your “Kens.” And send the new members our way. We all have a very
special hobby.
Now on to Christmas planning…..
Barbara
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SCMTFC General Zoom Meeting

Friday, Oct. 16, 2020
bers attended

Meeting called to order at 7:37pm -- 21 mem-

Welcome! Are there any guests this evening?
Membership Ivan Jorgensen said we don’t have a guest, but we have a
new member present tonight, Marty Sheridan! Welcome Marty! I have a
1922 Model T touring car and I live in Half Moon Bay.
Welcome!
No reading tonight just a few jokes, one from Pat Meneely and one from Jim Boyden!
VP Oliver Johnson had a picture to share. It was an engine from a 1921 roadster. It is a Wilmo engine! It
used ½ gasoline mixed with ½ kerosene!
Nominations for the board for 2020 will be open until the end of the meeting.
Pres. – Barbara Beach, VP – Oliver Johnson, Sec. - Bill Bratt, Treas. – Mary Beaman, Editor –
Jim Boyden,
Treasurer Mary Beaman – We still have money in our treasury. Please send me any bills that you have in
order for me to send you a check.
Program Coordinator Lynn Alens – Tonight we will play Bingo for our Program.
Backfire Editor Jim Boyden – Our system is working! Thank you for sending pictures for the Backfire and stories.
Tours –Bob Meneely thanked Allen Greenberg for the Almaden Mining Tour in September, very interesting.
Sunday, Oct 25, 2020 will be the Tunnel Tree Tour, ending with a picnic lunch at the Meneelys ending with
ice cream!
Nov. 15, 2020 is the Fall Leaves Tour
Dec. 19 – possible Xmas Lights Tour stay tuned

Sun. Sept. 19 AAHP – Allan Greenberg – possible stay tuned
Historian – Lucy Greenberg stated that she is still adding pictures of the club each month into the scrapbooks to be reviewed in the future.
Sunshine – Long time member Ted Nunes would appreciate some Thinking of You cards to cheer him up
through this rough period.
New Business – Lynn Alens received letter from the Valley Churches United thanking our club for the generous donations of $300. In money and $300.80 in food.
Jim Boyden – The Alameda Swap Meet is still on for October 17, 2020 from 6 AM to 3PM in Ferry
Point, Alameda.
Birthdays- Lynn Alens, Helen Christensen, Pat Meneely and Barbara Beach Anniversary – Rob Guzetta
Next General Zoom Meeting – Friday, November 20, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted by Secretary – Pat Meneely
Bingo time – awesome – this was super, thank you Lynn Alens
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Public Relations
Halloween Car Parade Down The Alameda

2020 CALENDAR

Coordinated by The Alameda Business Association

(SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD)
October 25 (Sun), SCVMTFC Driving Tour through the Tree Tunnels of
Woodside. (Rescheduled August Tour) Meet at Rancho Shopping Center in
Los Altos (corner of Springer & Foothill Expwy), at 10:00am, leave at 10:30.
This will be a driving tour on some local back roads, wear your mask, and keep
your social distance. Bring a picnic lunch, we will terminate in Meneely's backyard and watch the wildlife. Chairs will be provided for distancing. There will
be ice cream. RSVP Bob Meneely if you will be attending. 650-948-9301,
rmnly@yahoo.com.

Saturday, October 31st, 3 PM
Starts at the YMCA – ends at the SAP Center
This will be a “rules of the road” event meaning that
everyone will need to follow the rules of the road
staying in the far right lane so everyone can see
your work! This is also a family children-focused
event so we are asking that everything is appropri-

November 15 (Sun), SCVMTFC Fall Leaves Driving Tour. Meet at the 76
station at the corner of Big Basin Way and Saratoga-Sunnyvale Rd in Saratoga.
Meet at 10:00am, leave at 10:30.

ate for that age group. If

you would like to attend, please register your car
here: https://forms.gle/
j7jVVaXYCFsaC52Y7

Nov 16 (Mon), SCVMTFC Board Meeting on Zoom, 7:30pm, watch for the
email with the link.

Nov 20 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting on Zoom, 7:30pm, watch for the
email with the link.

Dec 12 (Sat), SCVMTFC Xmas Lights Tour, this will be the last chance tour
for 2020. (See below)

July 9-14, 2021, MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, WA

December 12 SCVMTFC XMAS LIGHT TOUR

Thank You Note from Valley Church United

Meet at Bill’s Café (302 N. Bascom Ave SJ)
Time: 6:00 PM, Leave at 6:30

Contact is DAN SMITH (408) 287-3908
If it should by chance be raining, No Tour.

Page 5

Here’s a tech and safety for the Backfire (by Jim Lukash)
Tech and safety story #1
Like all Antique car buffs, my model T is not being run as
much this summer due to the amazingly accurate 1918 Pandemic reenactment we are having in 2020 ( also known as
the COVID-19/Coronavirus Pandemic ). So I went back to my
usual winter routine of running the engine at least once a
month for 20-30 minutes, preferably at least every other
weekend.

As the pandemic wore on my usual 1-2 month winter routine
dragged into almost 10 months, as I’ve not driven since the
First 2020 tour to Levi Stadium (I’m still waiting on that 2020
patch, Pat - ha ha). But that means almost 10 months since
I’d really done a full pre-flight checklist and checked everything. But heck, gas and oil were fine, let’s let her idle for 20 minutes in the garage.
Sadly with the start of school it had been a bit longer than a month since the last time she
ran, and Lucy was quite grumpy. It was obvious she was unhappy, but with a bit of choke
she leapt to life and was quickly idling happily. I let her idle while I was doing backyard
cleaning chores, scooping up dog Doo , sweeping, cleaning things up...the clock kept ticking
and time was flying past as I worked.
Suddenly I got one of those feelings in the back of my neck, and a little voice said “you idiot”
somewhere in my head. I glanced at the garage, and saw Steam rising from the radiator!
Oh no, blown hose? Worse? I let the broom drop and dashed over. Engine was turned off,
and a quick look showed the steam was coming from the overflow....but what a jet of
steam!

One of the properties of water that is a curse to T owners is that it expands when it freezes,
the other is that in an open thermosiphon system water evaporates. Normally I check the
water level before any drive as part of my checklist, but it had been 10 months. Also Henry’s
Cooling system is excellent when in motion, not as great when standing still.
I took advantage of my stupidity to use my infrared
thermometer to see exactly how hot it got, and where
the radiator level was. (Infrared thermometers are
handy gadgets. The top of my radiator was at an unhappy 217 degrees, great for a locomobile steam car
but not a T. (It had cooled by 1 degree when I thought
to take a photo for Jim Boyden and the backfire). I also
verified my Motometer was functioning well with a big
red “hey you moron!” Clearly visible..
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Scvmtfc Tree Tunnel Tour

Tree Tunnels of Woodside Tour, October 25, 2020.
Outstanding turnout, 18 cars! 5 T's, 3 A's, a '32 Ford, a
'32 Chevy, a '34 Ford, 2 Lincolns, a vintage Bronco, a
Shelby GT500, and 3 moderns rounded out the group,
40 people in all. Three generations of the Beach family
and four generations of the Jorgensen clan traveled
with us, fantastic! Wow, what a turnout! (Must have
been the mention of ice cream). And someone predicted that we would only get 6 to 8 cars. We gathered at
Rancho Shopping Center, wore our masks, and actually socialized in person. Six foot rule is tough, pictures
prove that, we have to do better. We departed at
10:30 sharp and headed for the back roads to Woodside, dodging hordes of bicycles. Nobody even noticed
when I took a wrong turn, so rather than swing a Uie, I
just kept going until I got back on track. We took a
short pause for the cause at the Portola Valley Town
Hall, and then managed to not miss the turn onto Manzanita Way for the first tree tunnel road. In case you
are wondering, what is a tree tunnel, Woodside has a
lot of fairly narrow roads with trees very close to the
edge and over the years the trees have met over the
road giving the distinct impression of driving through a
sort of leafed tunnel. It makes for an interesting scenic
and shady drive and the best tree tunnel roads are
lightly traveled so you can poke along and enjoy the
effect. Our tour covered 25 miles before ending up in
Meneelys corral and backyard for a picnic lunch followed by ICE CREAM and cookies. As this was our
first gathering since March, we took the opportunity to
pass out driving patches that have been earned so far
this year. Patches were awarded to myself, Bob
Beaman, Ed Archer, Peder Jorgensen, Ivan Jorgensen,
Allan Greenberg, Jim Boyden, Bill Bratt and Barbara
Beach. There are a few other folks who have earned
their patches but were not present, we will catch them
on a future tour. Good day, top down weather even
though it got a little chilly!
bob meneely
Photo credits Bob Meneely, Nikkie Gulko, &
Jim Boyden
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More candid pictures from the Tree Tunnel Tour

Who is this masked woman?
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