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SPEEDSTER BUILD GUIDELINES 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 
So, youôve decided you want a speedster.  Congratulations! Itôs a unique path youôve 
taken, but you are not alone.  Speedster owners are a close-knit community, and are 
always happy to help others. 
 
Let the journey beginé 
 
The following pages have been prepared for antique speedster builders. These are 
guidelines that hopefully will help you during the process of outfitting your car 
appropriate to the era that it was (or would have been) active on the road or on the track. 
 
Following these guidelines should qualify your car for entry in the annual Santa Clara 
Valley Model T Ford Club Endurance Run, which is held the 2nd weekend of June each 
year.  It would take a thick book to cover every single component, so in order to keep 
the length readable, we have selected areas that are either commonly overlooked or 
intentionally modified with modern components that are not consistent with the era. 
 
To start with, when in the process of building, keep in mind the era that your car 
represents.  Think of the technology and processes that were available at that time.  
The time frame that we use for our Endurance Run is model year 1900-1927.  Anything 
(and from any make of car) used within those years is an Era item and is allowed for 
use. 
 
Due to a variety of reasons, we have stretched the era rule to include a very few parts 
from the 1928-29 Ford, and an assortment of ñera appearingò steering boxes and 
carburetors.  Most reproductions of original components are also acceptable, such as 
VW/Jeep distributors or KC Warford transmissions, just to name a few. Remember- it 
needs to look 1927 or earlier. 
 
We are having a lot of fun with these old machines.  We want you to join us and get in 
on the fun too. Please read what follows thoroughly, and if you have any questions, 
donôt hesitate to visit the Clubôs website at www.scvmtfc.org, go to the contact page 
and either call or email one of the officers who can help you contact a Tech Committee 
member. 
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Excerpts from SCVMTFC Endurance Run Mission Statement 
 
 

 
The Santa Clara Valley Model T Ford Club Endurance Run was conceived to promote 
the enjoyment, fellowship and operation of historic old speedsters. 
 
Our event welcomes all makes of automobiles in the form of Speedsters, within the 
Model T era, 1909-1927.  We encourage the preservation, restoration and authentic re-
creation of these exciting old cars. 
 
Our club is very proud to present this historic, challenging and fun driving experience. 
 
 

GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES! 
 

 
All cars entered in the Endurance Run must pass a technical inspection and meet the 
Qualification Standards set forth by the Technical Committee.  You will notice that with 
exception to a few specific items, the most modern technology or parts that can be used 
on participating cars can be no later than the 1927 model year. 
 
All components were extensively discussed.  The Tech Committee members brought to 
the meetings a wealth of knowledge but do not pretend to know everything. If there is 
something on your car that you feel is of the era, but we have ruled it out, show us some 
kind of indisputable documentation and we welcome the opportunity to rule it in.  Share 
your knowledge, and help improve the hobby and our event. 
 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOU JOINING US! 
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1. Body 
 
a. Types:  Acceptable speedsters need to have a body style similar to or a combination 
of the types shown below and must be no more than a two person vehicle.  A one 
person racer is the only other 

option.  
 
b. Doors:  Homemade bodies may be created with doors, but factory manufactured 
bodies cannot have doors- even if the manufacturer refers to the body as a ñspeedster 
body.ò Authentic aftermarket speedster bodies with doors are allowed. 
 
c. Body Materials:  Steel, wood, aluminum, canvas or cloth are the more commonly 
accepted types of body materials.  If you need to use fiberglass, no more than 20% of 
the body can be fiberglass. 
 
d. Stock Ford Body Parts: The only stock Ford body parts allowed on a Model T 
speedster are the radiator shell, hood, firewall, fenders, running boards and aprons. 
 
 e. Raw Metal Body Edges:  All raw metal edges surrounding the driver/passenger 
compartment must be protected with suitable edging. There are a variety of ways to do 
this, but protection against the raw edges is crucial. 
 
f. Securing Body to Chassis:  Body should be securely bolted to the chassis in a   
minimum of four places. 
 
g. Firewall:   A firewall is mandatory on all cars. A firewall is a piece of wood or metal 
separating the engine compartment from the cockpit (driver/mechanic compartment.) 
Due to differing body styles and design, engine types, (overhead valve or flathead) 
firewalls will also differ. For safety reasons we require a firewall that, at a minimum, 
covers from the top of the hood former down to just past the top of the block and from 
side to side of the body. If the firewall has been cut out for the back of the engine 
clearance, and the upper part of the engine can be seen from the cockpit, this upper 
part of the engine needs to be covered. Something as simple as a piece of tin formed 
and attached to the cockpit side of the firewall will suffice. Gaps or open areas around 
the lower part of the engine, allowing the engine compartment to be seen from the 
cockpit are not seen as a concern.  
   
h. Hood:  Hood must be held down securely. Two leather straps is the most common 
solution, but you may use era correct hood latches also. 
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i. Glass:  Safety glass is highly recommended, Plate glass is not allowed for 
windscreens, but is acceptable for headlight and tail light lenses. 
 
j. Hand holds/foot rests: Hand holds/foot rests are very much suggested, but not 
mandatory. Typically hand holds are attached to the dash, built into the cowl or placed 
somewhere behind the drivers seat (for the mechanics hand grip- left or right depending 
on the design of the car) . Hand holds offer the mechanic some degree of confidence 
and comfort.  Foot rests typically are mounted on the floorboards and offer a more 
specific place for the mechanic to place (or brace) his or her feet. 
 
k. Seats:  Authentic wrap around style seat(s) must have outside walls high enough and 
strong enough to hold occupants in place. An angle bracket inside the seats on both 
outer edges to stiffen the side wall is recommended. Seat frame(s) must be bolted to 
the body, chassis or frame. Hinged seats must be bolted down for safety.  As with the 
body, please protect the raw metal seat edges with suitable edging. 
 
l. Gas tank:  A stock tank, a new reproduction speedster style tank, a drum tank, or a 
barrel tank that gives the look of an Era tank is acceptable. Tank must be securely 
mounted. A shut off valve is recommended. 
 
m. Headlamps:  Sealed beam headlamps are not allowed. 
 
2.   Chassis 
 
a.   Frame:  Frame may be homemade as long as it replicates the look, style and 
structure of the 1927 or earlier model year car.  
                                                                                                                                                             
b. Chassis Modifications:  Any modifications to the stock chassis must be equal or 
superior to the original parts in strength and durability. 
 
c. Swivel Connections: Heim joints (increasingly seen on radius rod ends and similar 
type connection) are a modern swivel/ball joint typically used on steering arms, shafts or 
split wishbone set ups and are not allowed. Ford V-8/modern tie rod ends, are not 
allowed. Model A tie rod ends are acceptable, as are any other pre-1927 swivel joint or 
swivel connection 
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 d. Shock Absorbers: Era style friction, coil spring, air or straps etc. are okay. Tube type 
shocks are not allowed. 
 
e.  Steering Mechanism: Must be safe and properly adjusted so that any movement of 
the steering wheel exceeding 3 inches must actually be turning the wheels.   
                  
 f. Steering boxes: Era stock or aftermarket boxes are allowed. Some newer steering 
boxes that look like era boxes are allowed. Examples; 1930 & 31 Model A Ford steering 
boxes and shafts are allowed, but not the steering columns.  The same goes for VW 
steering boxes and columns. 
                                                                                                                                        
g. Steering stabilizers: Tube type not allowed.   
       
h. Steering column mounting: Steering column must be attached in at least two places. 
Typically the two mounting points are the frame and firewall. On Ford cars the frame 
mount is via the lower steering shaft mounting bracket. On non-Ford cars the steering 
gear box generally mounts to the frame with the steering column/shaft attached to the 
box. Ford cars using a non stock steering gear box, the box should mount to the frame 
also. For all speedsters, the second mounting point typically will be the firewall with the 
dashboard as an alternate. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                        
i. Wheels and tires: Must be of the 1900-1927 era. Stock wood, wire or steel spoke and 
disc wheels etc. are acceptable, as well as 21 inch Model A Ford wheels.  Any wheels 
smaller than 20 inches requires era documentation. 
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3.       Engine 
            
a.   Block: Any model year 1927 or earlier block allowed.   
b.    Crankshaft: No restrictions. 
c.    Camshaft: No restrictions.  
                                                                                                                                        
d.  Cylinder head: Must be 1927 model year or earlier. Can be OEM, aftermarket stock, 
aftermarket speed part, modern reproduction of an era part, or homemade. All must 
have an era look and style about them. Finned heads must be documented as having 
been available 1927 model year or before.  Examples of acceptable heads: Rajo, 
Frontenac, Roof, Ricardo, Haibe Hi Power, ñZò head, Lizard Speed head, Laurel, early 
Chevy OHV (installed on a Ford or other make engine.) This list is just a few examples 
FYI, and is far from being complete or final. No modern OHV heads allowed, example-
Ford Pinto. No finned Sherman heads.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                             
e. Carburetor(s): One or more updraft or sidedraft carburetors are allowed. Most updraft 
carburetors we have looked at, even those knowingly made after our era, have enough 
of an era look to be allowed. This possibly includes some sidedraft carburetors used on 
modern industrial engines. Motorcycle carburetors with an era look are also allowed. If 
you are using SU carburetors you must provide documentation that they are off an era 
car.  No downdraft carburetors allowed unless you have documented proof that the 
carburetor in question was manufactured year model 1927 or before. 
 
f. Fuel pumps: Hand operated air pressure pumps are recommended but electric fuel 
pumps are allowed, and should be hidden and not visible from outside the car. 
 
g. Intake manifold: Side or updraft manifold only. No downdraft manifolds. 
 
h. Exhaust manifold: Stock is fine, a header is typical. Exhaust pipe(s) must be secured 
to the body or frame in at least one place.     
                                                                                                                                                                                    
i. Charging/electrical system: Generators only, no alternators allowed. 6,8,12 Volt /DC 
allowed.     
     
 j. Ignition: Must be 1927 year model or earlier. Stock, aftermarket distributors or 
magnetos allowed.  Belt drive (cog belt) distributors not allowed. Chain or gear drive is 
okay. 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
k. Cooling system: Modern core radiators, water pumps on Ford cars, allowed. Fans 
must be engine driven. No electric cooling fans. 
 
l. Starter solenoids: Allowed, but should be mounted out of view.      
 
m. Fire extinguisher: Must be within the confines of the speedster body. It does not have 
to be mounted on or in the body.                                                             
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4.     Transmission 
Type:  Stock, era aftermarket/accessory, and modern reproduction of era transmissions 
are allowed. Modern transmissions and overdrives in Ford cars are not allowed. Non 
Ford cars are allowed to use modern overdrive transmissions, because there are not 
many options available for them in the way of rear end gear ratios. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 

 
 
These are a few of the acceptable aftermarket transmissions for the Model T speedsters.  
There are others such as Rocky Mountain, Jumbo Giant etc.  Most of these companies 
made their transmissions for cars and trucks.  The truck ones are typically larger and 
have a block-off plate for a PTO. These transmissions can be used for cars. Some 
transmissions have specific adapters, so if you buy a transmission from someone, make 
sure youôre getting the special adapters or universals so that it can be installed. 
 
 
Mitchell Manufacturing 

Glenn and Sue Mitchell 

530-458-4500 

PO Box 925 

1157 Parker St 

Colusa, CA 95932 

VINTAGE CAR 

OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES 

 
This company makes an acceptable aftermarket overdrive transmission for non-Ford 
speedsters. 
 

 
Special Note:  For Model T Fords equipped with accessory transmissions that have a 
true neutral, we strongly recommend that the car be equipped with accessory rear 
wheel brakes such as AC, Rocky Mountain, Master, etc. 
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5.     Brakes 
Types: Brake system must be 1927 model year or earlier. The use of hydraulic brakes 
are allowed provided they are either period correct aftermarket versions or from a donor 
car that was in production during the 1927 model year or earlier. The use of modern 
disc or any other modern type of braking system is not allowed. 
 
6.    Documentation 
Documentation shall consist of books/catalogues/and manuals printed during and 
shortly after our era. Reprints of these items are acceptable if faithfully reproduced. 
Dated photographs taken during our era are allowed. Be aware that not all of the 
information in the Ford speedster ñbiblesò ñModel T in Speed and Sportò and ñThe Fast 
Ford Handbookò, is accurate. This is particularly true with carburetion.  
 
Take the time  
 
 Check with your local Model T Ford club for their specific rules regarding running your 
speedster in their local runs. Rules may change from club to club. 

       

Car Numbers 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Model T Ford Club is affiliated with a Speedster 
number registering service called the West Coast Registry. We recommend that you 
contact the Registry if you haven't already done so and register your desired vehicle 
number (for this & future events). The "Brain" is Bob Rankin of the West Coast Registry 
(WCR), phone 503 472 2837 (Oregon) e-mail bmrankin@wcssoft.com. Bob is founder 
and maintains, for a group of west coast antique car organizations, a list of car numbers 
that are actively in use on 1933 and older speedsters/racecars running on the west 
coast. 
 
This is a number protection system. In the case of duplicate numbered cars registering 
for the same event, the car that has its number registered with WCR gets to use the 
number.  The other car must choose and display an available alternate number. If you 
have not registered your number with the WCR and no one else that enters the Run has 
either, (before registration deadline May 15th) earliest postmark gets to use the number. 
Your best bet is to call Bob. If need be, get on the 'waiting listô for your number and keep 
in touch with Bob as a reminder that you still want your number. 
 
The way a number becomes available is- if no one is currently registered with your 
number, you got it! If someone is, and the car registered with your number does not 
enter for 2 consecutive years, any of the participating organizations endurance runs, the 
number is up for grabs. Also consider checking with W.C.R., as your number may be 
currently registered to a 1928 or newer car. If so you'll be OK for our run. Or your 
number may be registered to someone in ñTimbuktu" who never strays far from home.   
Anyway, if you're serious and in it for the long haul talk to Bob. 
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Tech Tips     

 

1. Use finger to "feel" noises in the front end. By placing a finger  on the spindle,  
    hub or axle for example as you wiggle/rock or move the wheel back and forth,  
    it can help you pinpoint loose or worn parts. 
 
2. Check for any movement of the spokes be it wood or wire 
    wheels, and check for cracks or broken spokes and also check the hubs. 
 
3. Radiator support rod. This rod goes between the fire wall and the 
    radiator. We strongly suggest that one is in place. 
 
4. Use of lock washers, nylock nuts or cotter pins. They must be evident.  
 
5. Steering wheel. Check screws that hold steering wheel to the 
    rim. Should be present and be tight.  Wood finger joints should be tight. 
 

    Rules      
 
1. Missing spokes on wheels not acceptable. 
 
2. Tires must have a full tread pattern. 
 
3. Brake quadrant pawl; if it has one it needs to work.  
 
4. Steel cables used in place of rods. Cable must be looped back 
    and clamped to itself with proper cable clamps. 
 
5. Ford steering columns. Pitman arm nut must have cotter pin. 
    Lever Quadrant must have something in the two rivet holes if 
    the rivets are not there. A machine screw or welding rod might 
    work. 
 
6. Must have a functioning brake light  
 
7. Numbers on the car must be 10ò or bigger and on both left and right sides of the  
    car and on the radiator, but they donôt have to be permanent. 
 
8. Battery needs to be securely held down. 
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 Self check inspection form 

  
___      Wheels tight and true.  No cracks on wire wheel hubs. 

___ Tires 3/32ò tread depth, no dry rot or excessive cracking. 

___ Lug bolts / wheel hubs secured. 

___ Wheel bearings adjusted properly. 

___ King Pins - no excessive wear. 

___ Front and Rear Spring shackle bolts - no excessive wear. 

___ Front and Rear Springs mounted to frame properly secured. 

___ Steering gear assembly & linkage, no excessive wear. 

___ Pitman arm nut cotter key. 

___  Wishbone mount properly secured and locked.  (Ford wishbone studs in pan must   

             be safety wired.) 

___ Steering column mounted in two places. 

___  Steering wheel nut tight. 

___ No undue play in steering system including drag link, tie rod, spindles, etc. 

___ Setscrew in steering gear cap (Ford only). 

___ Cotter pins, safety wire, lock washers, lock nuts in place where appropriate. 

___ Brake rods secured.  Clevis secured with lock nut. 

___  Service brakes in good operating order (1ò from floor minimum). 

___ Brake lamp works. 

___ Emergency brake in good operating order - locks (stops) rear wheels. 

___ Brake system 1927 era or earlier. 

___ No stock body parts other than fenders, hood, firewall, running boards, Radiator  

            shell.  All new, repro and homemade parts must be reasonable facsimile of a  

            1900-1927  era part they replace. 

___ Body of authentic type materials consistent with the era. 

___ No raw metal edges on cowling or seats. 

___ Body bolted to frame.  Seat base bolted to body. 

___ Seat walls adequately secured to seat base. 

___ Seat walls high enough and strong enough to hold occupants in place. 

___ Firewall between engine and cockpit. 

___ Authentic design gas tank securely mounted. 

___ Foot rests, handholds secured. (recommended but not mandatory). 

___ Your number needs to be 10ò or larger on the radiator  and both sides of the car 

___ Chassis mods equal/superior to original parts in strength and endurance. 

___ No part of frame, undercarriage, engine, or running gear extends below wheel rims.     

___ Wheels and tires must be of 1900-1927 era.  21ò model A wheels are allowed.   

___ Hood held down securely (two leather straps recommended). 

___ All glass except lenses on lamps and lights must be safety glass. 

___ Fire extinguisher. 

___ Carburetor(s) updraft or sidedraft 1900 to 1927 style. 

___ Exhaust pipes secured to frame or body. 

___ No gas leaks.  Fuel shutoff valve recommended. 

___      Distributor must be gear driven. 

___     No alternators allowed. 10 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Rear End Cutaway 12 



 

Here is a partial list of resources to get you started. 
 
 
 

Rootlieb Inc.     Egge Machine Company 
Vintage Auto sheet medal Engine parts and kits 
WWW.Rootlieb.com  WWW.egge.com  
Rootlieb inc. 11707 Slauson Ave 
815 Soderquist Rd. Santa Fe Springs, CA  90670 
Turlock, CA  95380 1-866-996-3443 
1-209-632-2203 

Restoration Supply Co.                                        Rhode Island Wiring 
Authentic restoration supplies For your wiring supplies 
WWW.RestorationStuff.com  WWW.riwire.com  
15182B Highland Valley Road Rhode Island Wiring Service Inc. 
Escondido, CA  92025 P.O. Box 434 
1-800-306-7008 West Kingston, RI  02892 
 1-401-789-1955 
 

{ƴȅŘŜǊΩǎ !ƴǘƛǉǳŜ !ǳǘƻ tŀǊǘǎ  a!/Ωǎ !ƴǘƛǉǳŜ !ǳǘƻ tŀǊǘǎ 
For your Model T & A parts For your Model T & A parts 
WWW.snydersantiqueauto.com WWW.macsautoparts.com 
12925 Woodworth Road 6150 Donner Rd. 
New Springfield,OH 44443 P.O. Box 238  
1-888-262-5712 Lockport, NY 14095 
 1-800-777-0948 

/ƘŀŦŦƛƴΩǎ DŀǊŀƎŜ LƴŎΦ [ŀƴƎΩǎ hƭŘ /ŀǊ tŀǊǘǎ 
Model T parts supplier Model T parts supplier 
WWW.chaffinsgarage.com WWW.modeltford.com 
1939 S. Main St. 202 School Street 
Corona, CA  92882 Winchendon, MA  01475 
1-951-735-4791 1-800-872-7871 
 

Texas T Parts Hemmings Motor News 
Model T parts supplier A great source for all makes and   
WWW.TexasTParts.com model vehicles, clubs, parts and  
8427 Turkey Creek Road services. This has been called the  
College Station, TX  77845 bible of the car hobby. 
1-800-337-6977 WWW.hemmings.com 
 13 1-800-227-4343 ext.550 

http://www.rootlieb.com/
http://www.egge.com/
http://www.restorationstuff.com/
http://www.riwire.com/
http://www.snydersantiqueauto.com/
http://www.chaffinsgarage.com/
http://www.texastparts.com/
http://www.hemmings.com/
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